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I.—Forz1an Potitics. 


Tar Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 20th January writes as follows :— 

The Khalifa has fallen in the battle of Omdur- 
| Dishonouring of the Mehdi’s man and the Egyptian and British standards of 
ee victory have been unfurled in the Soudan. But 
it makes one startle with horror to remember that after the battle was won, 
Major Gordon, nephew of the late Gordon Pasha and Director-General of 
Stores in the British Army, caused the dead body of the Mahdi to be exhumed 
from its grave and cut off its head. No one but a coward could have done an 
act so ignoble. It is only dogs and jackals that can mutilate a dead body 
in this way. The act was unworthy of a Britisher having any pretensions to 
soldierly virtues, and it is a wonder that a descendant of the great hero Gordon 
could be guilty of such cowardice. Is this the way to take one’s revenge ? 
Shame, shame to Major Gordon that he thought that a very praiseworthy act 
which even a cnild or a woman has the sense not to do and which is done every 
day only by beasts of the canine kind. Is it not a pity that you, Major Gordon, 
a Briton by birth, should, towards the close of the nineteenth century, consider 
yourself glorified by the performance of an act which even a dom or a mudda- 

Jarash will hesitate todo ? None but worthless cowards like yourself will praise 
you for what you have done. No one having human blood in his veins and the 
smallest sense of right and wrong can approve of such a devilish act. If the 
barbarous act you have done in Africa had been done in Europe, do you know 
what fate would have befallen you? Indeed, every man with a sense of right 
and wrong looks upon you as worse than a beast. Napoleon Bonaparte con- 
vulsed the whole of Europe; but does any European like to see his remains 
dishonoured ? ‘Ihe remains of even an enemy are worthy of respect. Sirdar 
Kitchener has earned great fame for valour by defeating and putting to death 
the descendants of the Mahdi, and you have earned ignominy by doing dis- 
honour to the Mahdi’s remains, It was in England that a royal prince 
exhumed the dead body of Oliver Cromwell und hanged it from the gallows, 
and here is another instance of an Englishman doing an act equally ignominious. 
Major Gordon, if you had yourself fallen in the battle of Omdurman and some 
followers of the Mahdi had exhumed your dead body from your grave and done 
dishonour to it, would it have been in your power to obtain redress for the 
wrong? You meant to add to the glory of the British nation by your beastly 
act, but it has, in truth, cast a stain upon the British name. You have dis- 


honoured the Mahdi’s earthly remains, but you have no power over his im- 
mortal soul which is now in heaven. That soul is, perhaps, laughing in that 
invisible region at your beastly conduct. ‘he action of the Khedive, a des- 
cendant of the great Muhammad Ali Pasha, in honouring Major Gordon b 


presenting to him a gold cigarette case for his gallantry is a nice proof of that 
ruler’s love for his religion and his national glory ! 


II.— Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 


2. The Sanjivant of the 2lst January says that in the case of Harry 
Ea easel aati Ambler of Chota Nagpur, a motion was made to 
absconding European offenders, 2° High Court for enhancement of sentence, and 
the High Court ordered a summons to be issued 

for the accused’s appearance. But on the 17th January last, the advocate for 
the Crown informed the Court that the accused having absconded, the summons 
had been returned unserved. ‘This is not the first case in which a European 
accused has escaped the clutches of the law by making himself scarce. 
DeSouza, who committed rape on a cooly woman at Asansol, absconded and 
nothing has been heard of him yet. Collins, who attempted to violate the 
modesty of two native women in a moving railway train, did the same thing. 
And now Ambler has adopted a similar course to escape justice, and will 
probably be heard of no more. Balkrishna Chapekar, a native offender, did 
not escape the hands of the police, though he took shelter in the mountains 
within the Nizam’s territory. No, an Indian offender has no escape, although 
he may wander in the disguise of a sannyast or hide himself in the most 
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‘hle mountain caves. ‘The authorities will not rest till they have 
captaned, bth. But DeSouza and Collins. absconded and hardly an endeavour 
was made to arrest them. Why is not as much endeavour made to arrest 
European offenders as is made to arrest native offenders ? Would the authori- 
ties have remained as quiet and indifferent as they have been in regard to the. 
arrest of Collins and DeSouza, if, like those two Europeans, a native had 
committed or attempted to commit rape on a European woman and then made 
himself scarce? Would such a native have been allowed a safe life on earth 
so long? The examples of Collins and DeSouza have emboldened Ambler to 
seek shelter in flight. But somebody must be to blame for the failure of the 
police to arrest such offenders. | | 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


8. The Charu Mihir of the 16th J winger £3 says that according to, 

Mr. Douglas, Judge of Dacca, it is the Hindus who 
have made «# conspiracy against Fazlal Karim, Sub- 
divisional Officer of Munshiganj, and are circulating calumnious reports against 
him. But Fazlal Karim is not the only Musalman Deputy Magistrate in the 
public service. There are many other Musalman Deputy Magistrates besides 
him. But why have not Hindus. been ever heard to conspire against any one 
of these? It must also be a strange dispensation of Providence that there 
should be a conspiracy against Fazlal Karim wherever he be. But the case in 
which Mr. Doug!us has discovered a Hindu conspiracy against the Subdivisional 
Officer is a case in which two co-religionists of the officer are the complainants 
against him. One is, indeed, astonished to see Mr. Douglas’s penetration. 
The writer does not know what led him to befriend Maulvi Fazlal Karim, 


4, The same paper says that when any juror, living at a distance from 
the place where a Sessions Court is held, fails to 
make his appearance in pursuance of the notice 
issued to him, it behoves the authorities to make a 
proper enquiry into the cause of his non-appearance instead of fining him on 
the strength of the serving peon’s return. It is also most unjust to fine those 
jurors upon whom notices are served not personally but by affixing copies 
thereof to some part of their dwelling-houses. Lately, the notice intended for 
one Kailas Chandra Rai of T'angail in the Mymensingh district was served by 
being affixed. When Kailas Babu gota second notice calling upon him to 
show cause why he should not be fined for his non-compliance with the first 
notice, he appeared before the Court and said that he knew nothing about the 
service of the first notice’ But his explanation was not accepted, and he was 
fined Rs. 25, ‘I'here being nothing to prove that the first notice was properly 
served, the fine cannot be considered just and reasonable. 


do. The Hitavadi of the 20th January has the following on Maulvi 
Maulvi Fazlal Karim Fazal Karim : — 

| The reader may remember that a_ petition 
against Maulvi Fazlal Karim, signed by seven hundred people, was sometime 
ago submitted to the Lieutenant-Governor. Those who signed this petition 
are not mad men. They knew that they were liable to be punished if they 
traduced an official in their complaint against him. The petition has borne 
no fruit. In his oe the Maulvi wrote that the Hindus of the locality 
were maliciously disposed towards him, and this statement having been 
supported by the District Judge of Dacca, the Bengal Government has rejected 
the petition without even making an enquiry. 
_. he Maulvi has said in his explanation that the Hindus of Munshiganj are 
inimically disposed towards him, and Mr. Douglas, the District J udge of Dacca, 
has taken this statement for gospel truth. And the Government, which has to 
depend upon what its officials say, has not been able to take a different view 
of the case. But did the authorities, we ask, enquire if there was any truth 
underlying the impossible statements made by the Maulvi in his explanation ? 
The would have been justified in discrediting the petition on the strength of 
the Maulvi’s statements, if Hindus alone had complained of his conduct. : Are 
not the Musalmans, too, dissatisfied with him? Have not the Musalmans of 


Maulvi Fazlal Karim. 


Fining of a juror in the Mymen- 
singh district. 


Madaripur and Netrakona found fault with the manner in which he administers 


— _—— _— = * ill 


— eS aE OS as rl TS OO eel’. rn 


( 69 ) 


/ 


‘ustice? Has it been forgotten how Islam Mulla, a peon of the Munsif of 

faderipur, was ill-treated by him? Islam Mulla had the hardihood to submit 
to the Maulvi in Court the pass-book of the Civil Court for signature. This 
enraged the Deputy Magistrate, and he sentenced the peon to a fine of Ra. 15, 
and, in default, to suffer fifteen days’ imprisonment. The poor peon did not, 
however, take this decision of the ideal Deputy Magistrate in good spirit, and 
appealed against it to the Sessions Judge of Dacca. ‘The Judge set aside the, 
sentence and thus commented upon the Maulvi’s decision :— 


‘A long argument on a statement of facts commencing with the words 
‘as far as 1 remember’ is not likely todo him (Subdivisional Officer) much 
good, and is likely to lead to doubts concerning the correctness of his memvry.” 


Again :— 
‘Asthe case stands, itis plain that the Deputy Magistrate has passed 
an intemperate and peevish order which is accordingly set aside.” 


Then, again, let us take the case of Kadam Ali and Adam Ali into our 
consideration. They deposed on oath that Yakub, the witness against them, 
was a near relative of the Maulvi’s wife, that the said Yakub was the real 
complainant, that the Maulvi had placed their witnesses in jail and they had 
been refused a copy of the judgment, that this conduct of the Maulvi had 
terrified people, and they were unable to get any one to depose in their favour, 
and that the Maulvi was in this and other ways throwing obstacles in the path 
of their getting witnesses. Such serious charges made on oath against the 
Maulvi were dismissed by the District Judge on the Maulvi’s bare statement 
unsupported by oath. The Maulvi said that the statements of the accused 
were all false. Hedid not know whether Yakub had executed a kabuliyat in 
his wife’s favour, as his wife’s business was transacted not by him, but by his 
amla. Mr. Douglas took these bare statements of the Maulvi for gospel truth, 
and discredited the accused’s statements on oath. 

Let the Maulvi prove that the Hindus have made a conspiracy against 
him. Like a drowning man who catches at a straw to save himself, the Maulvi 
is saying anything and everything in his defence. But his statements will 
not be believed by the public. We fail to understand how the Lieutenant- 
Governor could place any faith in the Maulvi’s statements and in Mr. Douglas’s 
confirmation of those statements. 

Thanks to Mr. Douglas, Maulvi Fazlal Karim is now the absolute ruler 
of Munshiganj, aud there is no one to dispute his authority. The petition | 
against him has been rejected. We do not know what it is by which: the! 
Maulvi has charmed Mr. Douglas. We have not yet seen the last of the case 
in which the Maulvi was charged with the theft of a tree by Babu Kaliprasanna 
Chaudhuri, a local mukhtar. The Inspector, Babu Mahendranath Singh, and 
the Sub-Inspector, Babu Nibaran Chandra Banerji, who enquired into the 
charge, have been suspended on the excuse that they had aided Babu Kalli. 
prasanna in prosecuting the Maulvi. Thisis strange. ‘The said police officers 
reported the charge as ‘‘ maliciously false.” That was certainly not supporting 
the complainant. 

An account of the Maulvi’s misdoings will fill a volume. We have been 
writing against the Maulvi for the last four years, and an enquiry ought to | 
have been made to ascertain whether our charges were true or not. ‘T'o sa 
that these charges are malicious and unfounded is not enough. It should be 
proved that they are malicious and unfounded. ‘The Maulvi is not our enemy, 
and no one will be more glad than we to see him proved innocent. We cannot, 
however, approve of the poiey of hushing up the charges against him. We 
humbly pray the Lieutenant-Governor to patiently enquire into the charges 
against this Deputy Magistrate and do the needful in the matter. It will be 
a great regret if any one is led by the oppression committed by an official to 
doubt that he is living under British rule. A highminded ruler like Sir John 
Woodburn ought not to be unjustly kind to erring officials, | | 

6. The same paper vig beeps eee riggs that on the 23rd Decem- _ wimavanr, 
a — ber last Colonel Gray, the Deputy Commissioner of _ Jan. 20th, 1899. 
dl tf Commicsioner f. Tasnue, hed Bebneanth Heat ad Radhanath Das 

brought up from jail late in the evening. ‘These 
two men were formerly attached to the Court establishment, but were for some 
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nce sent to jail. The unfortunate men were in chains and in jai uniform, 
The Deseiy Fel le round| abused them and called their jail com. 
anions the dregs of society. After this rebuke, these two men were sent 
kto jail. This cruel conduct vf the Deputy Commissioner has pwr: 
many, and it is doubted whether his conduct has not been illegal. Mr. Cotton 
is now at the head of the Assam Administration, and it is certainly a matter 
of regret that such things should happen under his rule. ae 
7. Acorrespondent of the same ety makes the following complaints 
against Munshi Altaf Hossain, Sarishtadar, Judge’s 
The Sarishtadar of the Bankura Court, Bankura :— 
Judge's Court. Ashutosh Singh was an apprentice in the office of 
the Collector of Bankura. He was dismissed for inefficiency, but was enrolled 
by the Sarishtadar as an apprentice in the Judge’s Court in direct contravention 
of the rule that none can be tuken in as sn apprentice in the Judge’s Court 
who has not passed the Entrance examination. Ashutosh was kept as an extra 
copyist for two years and was then confirmed in the post of peshkar. 
Munshi Golam Mabui, who was a hide merchant, was made an apprentice, 
although he had not pussed any examination and was above 20. He is now a 
copyist in the Judge's Court. 
rasanna Kumar Chatterji was first made an apprentice and then a copyist. 
His age is entered as 20. Will the District Judge look at this boy of 20? 
Suryya Narayan Adhurya was a student in the fourth class of an Entrance 
School, The Sarishtadar has rented a plot of land belonging to the boy’s 
father. Strange to say, the boy has now left school and is an apprentice in the 
Judge’s Couat. : 
The father of Atul Chandra Mitra of Muchchagarha is a well-to-do man. 
He has landed property and a tank which abounds in fish. Atul Chandra and 
Chandra. Nath Chatterji, who have passed the Entrance examination, applied 
for an apprenticeship, and Atul’s application was granted. kl 
Charu Chandra Mitra has not passed the Entrance examination, but the 
Sarishtadar entered his name in the register uf apprentices and got the register 
signed by the Subordinate Judge when Mr. Lea was transferred and Mr. Ray 
was coming to Bankura to take charye of the district. Will the present District 
Judge of Bankura enquire into the Munshiji’s conduct ? 


(d)— Education. 


8. The Som Prakash of the 26th December has heard it rumoured that. 
after the retirement of Rai Radhika Prasanna Muk- | 

Pee itsPectorship of Schocls, herji Bahadur, the Inspectorship of Schools, Presi- 

residency Circle. d ee é_ ; 
ency Circle, will not be given to a native. The 
writer has been sorry to find that under Sir John Woodburn the claims of 
natives to posts under the Government have been in one or two instances over- 
looked in favour of Europeans. And it will bea matter of extreme regret if 
the Rai Bahadur’s post is filled up by a European and not by a competent native. 
9. Referring to the late appointments to the Fellowship of the Calcutta 
University, the Sanjivant of the 2lst January 
recsowenipe of the Calcutta Uni- writes as follows: — 

—e There ean be no objection to men of position, 
unconnected with education, being appointed Fellows of the University. But 
those who are employed in the work of education and possessing a reputation 
as educators of youth ought to have the first claim tothe honour. We are ata 
loss to make out why Professors P. C. Roy, J. N. Das Gupta and Binayendra 
Nath Sen of the Presidency College, and Babu Surendra Nath Banerji, founder 
and a professor of the Ripon College, have not yet been recommended by the 
University authorities for Fellowships. It is not only strange, but it reflects 


discredit on the authorities that they have not yet appointed Dr. P. Q. Roy and 
Babu Surendra Natk Banerji as Fellows. a ee °Y 


10. The Hablul Mateen of the 23rd January is glad that His Honour the 


7 ee Lieutenant-Governor had the kindness to. visit 

he foe ge oodben’s visit to Muhammad Laik’s Jubilee School. His Honour in 

_ along and eluquent speech encouraged Muham- 

madan boys in their studies and in conclusion addressed in fluent and eorrect 
Urdu some words thanking the founder of the institution. 
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— (e)— Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, | 


11, A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 16th January, writing fro 
Narayandahar in the Mymensingh district, appre- 
Apprehended water scarcityin ends severe water scarcity in that district in the 
Se coming hot weather, and urges the District Board 
to take timely steps for the excavation of tanks and the digging of wells in 
every village in which there do not exist suitable reservoirs of water. The 
work, if begun now, will be finished by the end of Chaitra or middle of Baisakh, 
when supplies of good water will be most needed. The dredging of the rivers 
will not only benefit the villuges situated on their banks by giving them water, 
but will facilitate their trade. a 
12. A zamindar of Kadhurkhil in Chittagong complains in the Sansodhint 
‘ laint against the lady 1 the 18th January, that a raiyat of his, whose 
doctor ani the midwife of Chit- wife was in painful labour, could not get the 
tagong. services of the lady doctor of Chittagong even for 
a fee of Rs. 16. The fee demanded was fifty rupees, which was beyond the 
means of the raiyat. The midwife Chandra Mukhi consented to visit the 
patient, but could not do so lest the lady doctor should be offended. For want 

of medical help, the patient died. 

The editor cannot sufficiently condemn the conduct of the lady doctor and 
the midwife. It is the District Board which paid for the education of the 
midwife, and yet a tax-payer cannot get her services even fora fee! ‘The 
attention of the Civil Surgeon is called to the matter. 

13. A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 20th January visited 

7 Barisal town in the course of his travels and found 

oy pg euhammadan burial-ground 4 burial-ground in the village Kaunia in which the 

dead bodies of Musalman prisoners and all unclaim- 

ed Musalman dead bodies of the town were buried. . The burial-ground is 

situated at the junction of the road which runs west of the Najir’s bridge with 

the Lakhutia road. The mutilated dead bodies of the prisoners are interred 

here in shallow graves under a thin covering of earth, and are, in consequence, 
soon after burial, eaten up by dogs and jackals. 

14, The Chinsura Vartavaha of the 22nd January says that though a 

Tie tevy chats ta Hecshlvend ee. number of men every de cross the river 
aoe Hovghly between Naihati and the Mechuabazar 
ghat in Chinsura, there is no arrangement there for 
ferrying them over. Anyone requiring to cross the river after 9 p.m. from 
the Chinsura side seldom gets a boat. The income from the ferry ghats in 
Hooghly has, it is said, been made over by the District Board to the Munici- 
pality. But neither the Board nor the Municipality compels the lessee to keep 
boats of his own at all times of the day and night. Passengers are now ferried 
over in private boats and the owners of such boats are made by the lessee to 
pay him a pice and a-half for every passenger. The private boats demand 
even three or four pice from each passenger for a single ferry. ‘These exac- 
tions of the boat owners were last year brought to the notice of the Magistrate 
and the Commissioner, and the Assistant Magistrate even went the length of 
making an enquiry, but the matter was not mended and is still as bad as ever. 
A gentleman, some days ago, crossed over from Halisahar to the Chandni ghat 
in Hooghly in a private boat. The lessee of the ghat demanded from him a 
fee for anchoring his boat there. On the gentieman refusing to pay, the 
lessee detained him. <A complaint was made under section 341 of the Penal 
Code, but the Police refused to take up the case because they said that the 
facts had not been correctly given. But the Magistrate has ordered the 
complainant to produce his evidence. ‘ho case is proceeding, It is hoped 
that the District Board or the Municipality will no longer neglect to make 
proper ferry arrangements in important places like Hooghly and Chinsura. 


(9)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


15, A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 16th J anuary calls atten- 


| tion to the deplorable condition of th d f 
A road in the M — ' p O € roa rom 
teiah tela pyr pas an Mymensingh town to Durgapur, a branch of 


which runs from Syamganj towards the Netrokona 


CHarv MIHIR, 
Jan, 16th, 1899. 


SaNSODHINI, 


MIHIR-0O-SUDHAKAR, 
Jan. 20th, 1899. 


CHINSURA 
VaRTAVAHA, 
Jan, 22nd, 1899. 


CHARDU MInIR, 
Jan. 16th, 189, 


, ( 72) 
subdivision. The road has not been properly repaired since the earthquake, 
and during the last rainy season portions of it lay shoulder deep under water, 
All the bridges over it have also been more or less damaged by the earthquake 
and urgently need repairs. As this is the most important road in the Mymen- 
singh district, the Magistrate is requested to have it made pucka once for all at 
some cost, giving it pucka bridges. This will be found, in the long run, more 
economical than annual repairs which mean only the throwing of some earth at 
no inconsiderable expense. 

SANJIVANI, 16. The Sanjivani of the 21st January writes as follows :— 
Jan. 21st, 1899. ee . Shaikh Asgar Ali, Assistant Commissioner of 
lie Ge of oppression In 8 rai Hissar in the Punjab, was lately one day travelling 
by rail from Lahore to Kasur. At Lahore, he 
entered one compartment of a first-class carriage, the other compartment of 
which was occupied by four European soldiers who had dogs with them. 
As soon as the soldiers got into the carriage, they opened the door between 
the .two compartments and caused their degs to enter the compartment 
occupied by Asgar Ali, against the latter’s protest, At the Mian Meer station 
Asgar Ali was going to complain to the guard, when the soldiers beat 
him so severely that his skull was fractured and his left eye was injured. 
Some other Musalman passengers taking compassion on Asgar Ali carried 
him to an intermediate class compartment. At the Raiwind station Asgar 
Ali complained of his treatment by the soldiers to Mr. King, Deputy 
Commissioner of Ferozpur, who, together with another European _passen- 
ger, was travelling in another carriage in the same train. Mr. King and 
his European fellow passenger both knew the soldiers, but Mr. King said 
nothing on hearing the complaint. The Station Master was next appealed to; 
and he asked the offenders their names and addresses, But on their refusing 
to give the information asked for, the Station Master took no steps to have 
them arrested. He said that he could have detained them if they had been 
natives, but as they were Europeans he bad no power to arrest them. 
The wounds inflicted were so severe that Asgar Ali has been under the 
necessity of placing himself under medical treatment. Perfect anarchy must be 
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considered to prevail in the country if, after committing oppression on a man 
of Asgar Ali’s position, the soldiers escape scot-free. ‘The conduct of the Deput 

Commissioner of Pirojpur and of the Station Master was quite inexplicable. It 
is hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab and Lord Curzon will 


have the case properly investigated. The people of the country will be greatly 
pained if the case is hushed up. 


ITI.—LeGIsuative. 


Jan dock. tee. 1%. ~The Hitavadi of the 20th January has the following on the election 


ee ie of the Maharaja of Darbhanga for a seat in the 
Dartlases. om abaraja of Supreme Legislative Council :— 
: The farce of an election of a member for a seat 
in the Supreme Legislative Council has again been enacted, and Maharaja 
Rameswar Singh of Darbhanga has been returned by the non-official members 
of the Bengal Legislative Council. The result of the election would not have 
been such if the Indian public had had a hand in the matter, or if all the addi- 
tional members of the Bengal Legislative Council had been men of probity and 
character. Strange to say, worthless and untruthful men, men who have no 
substance in them, are elected as members of the Bengal Legislative Council. 
If the Maharaja of Darbhanga had had, by right of succession, a claim to 
a seat in the Supreme Legislative Council as the representative of the members 
of the Bengal Council, no one would have been dissatisfied with the result of 
_ the election. But what that excellent quality in the Maharaja is which led the 
Hon’ble Members of the Bengal Council to elect him in preference to candidates 
like Surendra Nath Banerji and Narendra Nath Sen is something which they 
alone know. Can any of them explain to us in what respect the Maharaja 1s 
superior to either of his rivals? Will any of them convince us that the Mahe- 
raja 18 superior to Surendra Babu or Narendra Babu in erudition experience, 
wisdom, eloquence, patriotism, or moral courage? ‘The only respect in which 
the Maharaja can be said to be superior to both his rivals is gold, and no one 


[ ve | 


can deny that in the election in question the members were guided not by the 
desire of returning the ablest but by the desire of flattering the richest among 
the candidates. 3 err 

Those who are slavishly fond of money and in whose opinion gold is a 
higher thing than conscience are not expected to properly appreciate merit in 
& person. Bae of the Hon’ble Members, it 18 said, had, on the bare mention 
of the Maharaja’s name, made up their mind to give him their votes although 
possessed of no previous acquaintance with him. The Maharaja has himself 
admitted that he would not have offered himself as a candidate if seven Hon’ble 
Members had not telegraphed to him, assuring him of their support. The 
members nominated by the Government are generally found to be devoid of 
independence und moral courage. To them we have nothing to say. Their 
set policy is to say ditto to the higher authorities, and it is not strange that 
they should try to increase their number. As for the European Members, they 
are inordinately fond of flattery, and their decision is not likely to be impartial. 
But we cannot but condemn those elected Members who have been led by selfish 
considerations away from the path of duty. They forgot that they held the 
right of giving votes as a sacred trust for the people—a trust which they could 
not use for the purpose of serving their own selfish objects. 

At first Babus Narendra Nath and Surendra Nath were both candidates for 
the seat in the Supreme Legislative Council, but it was subsequently settled 
that Surendra Babu would be returned. The public were confident of Surendra 
Babu’s election, and even the Englishman newspaper contained something like 
an assurance that Surendra Babu’s election was a certainty. But thanks to the 
conspiracy formed by the traitors in our own camp, Maharaja Rameswar Singh 
was brought down on the stage, and the chances of Surendra Babu’s election 
were rendered uncertain. 

Maharaja Rameswar Singh, then Raja Rameswar Singh, was a Member of 
the Benga! Legislative Council in 1889 and 1890. The reports of the proceed- 
ings of the Bengal Legislative Council for those two years will show that the 
Maharaja never opened his mouth in the Council. He sat there as a puppet 
and always gave a silent vote. During the discussion of important measures 
the Maharaja had nothing to say and was no better than an ornamental figure- 
head. Has the election of this young Maharaja whose ability has not yet been 
tried in preference to Babu Surendra Nath shed lustre on the country? From 
Madras is coming Mr. Ananda Charlu, and from Bombay Mr. Mehta. But 
from ill-starred Bengal goes a Maharaja to the Supreme Legislative Council! 
Are there no Rajas and Maharajas in Bombay and Madras, or is there a rarity 
of able men in Bengal? 

We had long ago given up the hope of seeing a better result. We did not 
expect a good result when we heard that the dutiful and conscientious Maharaja 
Jagadindra Nath of Natore had resigned his Membership of the Bengal 
Council and the political Raja Sasi Sekhareswar Rai of Tahirpur was going to 
take his place. We felt equally hopeless when we heard that Saligram Singh 
of Bihar was absenting himself from the discussion of the Calcutta Municipal 
Bill in the Bengal Council in order to avoid giving his vote on either side. We 
were thrown into despair when we heard that this Saligram Singh had gone to 
Darbhanga to confer with the Maharaja, and that the Muharaja:was going to be 
prevailed upon to stand as a candidate for the vacancy in the Supreme 
Legislative Council, All hope left us when we heard that Tulaput Singh, a man 
” the service of this young Maharaja possessing untold gold, was going from 

ouse to house, canvassing for votes for his rich master, and that Jatra Mohan 


4 ii di: had taken his bait and broken his promise to vote for Surendra 


To tell the truth, we cannot blame the Maharaja of Darbhanga in this 
matter, nor have we any quarrel with the non-officiul European Members of 


the Council. It is the conduct of the unprincipled elected Members which 


has surprised us. In the very presence of aja Sasisek 
ja Sasisekhareswar and Babu 
J — Mohan the Maharaja told our representative that nothing but the promise 
. are ah given by seven Members of the Council would have induced him 
~ offer imself as a candidate. We do not therefore blame the Maharaja, we 
‘ame the Hon’ble Members who voted for him. It is a misfortune that such 
men were elected as Members of a Legislative Council. 


HitavaDi, 


Jan. 20th, 1899. 


(7m) 


A cartoon on the election of the Maharaja of Darbhanga is given, Babu 
Surendra Nath Banerji and the Maharaja of Darbhanga are shown as being 
weighed in the balance. Babu Surendra Nath with his “ untiring labour for 
the country and ceaseless service for his mother land for a quarter of a century” 
is placed on the one pan and the Maharaja with his bags of gold is placed on 
the other. The scale containing Surendra Nath is going up. 

18. The same paper writes as follows :— | 

It is the impression of many that the officials 
brought down the Maharaja of Darbhanga on the 
stage as a candidate for the vacancy in the Supreme Legislative Council no 
doubt with the object of preventing an impartial election. There will, we 
think, be no difference of opinion as to the blamable nature of the conduct of 
the officials, if it be true that they directly or indirectly took a part in this 
election. It is easy for them to secure votes for a man of their choice if they 
insist on getting votes. If this impression be erroneous, the authorities 
ought soon to remove it from the public mind. 

We are sometimes given an opportunity of casting glances at what goes 
on behind the scenes. Let us say what we have seen there, and the solution 
of the question under discussion may become easy. Everybody knows that 
no official ought to interest himself in political agitation or in convassing for 
votes for a political purpose. It cannot, however, be denied that some 
officials interested themselves in the election of Maharaja Rameswar Singh. 
Nawab Syed Ameer Hossein, Presidency Magistrate of Calcutta, did not 
hesitate to write even to Babu Narendra Nath Sen, asking for his vote in favour 
of the Maharaja. Let the Nawab Bahadar deny this, if he can. Babu Ram 
Chandra Mitra, the new Government Pleader in the High Court, requested 
Babu Kali Charan Banerji to vote for the Maharaja. So far at least as election 
is concerned, the post of Government Pleader is regarded as a post_in the 
Government service. Railsan Chandra Mitra, Bahadur, had to resign his post as 
Government Pleader before he was allowed to offer himself as a candidate for 
election. Let the authorities determine whether our new Government Pleader 
has been justified in canvassing for votes in favour of the Maharaja. Let Ram 
Chandra Babu contradict what we say, if he can. The Hon’ble Prince 
Bukhtiyar Shah, again, at first promised Surendra Babu his vote, but had 
subsequently to change his mind. On being asked the reason of this, he is 
reported to have said that he was voting for the Maharaja in obedience to Mr. 
Bolton’s request. We do not know whatis the nature of the request which Mr. 
Bolton made to the Prince, but we know that what he has been reported to 

have said he did say. 

_ All this may lead people to think that the officials made a conspiracy to 
defeat an impartial election. It is true that few can know what is going on 
behind the scenes; but even official secrets ooze out and are transmitted from 
one man to another till they assume a highly exaggerated and distorted shape. 
No one will therefore be justified in blaming the people ‘if they are led by 
exaggerated rumours to attribute sinister motives to the officials. 

We shall be glad to see the attention of the Lieutenant-Governor drawn 
to the conduct of those officials who interested themselves in canvassing for 
votes in favour of the Maharaja, who directly or indirectly abused the influence 
of their position, We have no complaint against the two European Members ; 
we practically include them among official Members. It is the officials who 
interested themselves in this election that merit our reproach. They did not 
act openhandedly, they acted secretly. Like Arjun, who, unable to defeat 
Bhishma in a face to face encounter, placed Shikhandi before him to make 
that hero desist _ from fight. The officials, in the present case, acted in the 
dark and have, hike Arjun, earned everlasting discredit. We blame the officials 
rm ane all who interested themselves in the election of Maharaja Rameswar 

ingh, 

Babu Saligram Singh is tne Maharnja’s legal adviser, and many of his 
relatives are in the Maharaja’s service. Over and above this, Babu Saligram 
does not boast of moral courage. He beat a retreat during the discussion of the 
Calcutta Municipal Bill and voted on neither side. It is not strange that he 
should support the rich Maharaja. As for Raja Sasisekhareswar, he bas found 
in the Maharaja a great patron of his Zamindari Panchayet. The Maharaja 


‘¢ Behind the screen.’ 
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has been elected a President of that body and will contribute more than a 
thousand rupees to the Zamindari Panchayet Fund, and it is no wonder that a 
man of the Raja’s principles should try to get the Maharaja elected. A man, 
who looks upon election as # play, and yet hankers after election and, defeated, 
even appeals to the higher authorities against the election of his rival, may 
well conduct himself even more ridiculously than he has done on the present 
ion. eas 
~ it is a great regret that the officials have directly or indirectly played 
a part in this farce of an election. If they repeatedly act in this way behind 
the scenes, the liberty of the additional Members will be gone. Let the 
authorities do something to prevent officials from taking part in elections in 
future. Even Sir Charles Elliott blamed the officials for such conduct, and 
we hope that it will not be too much to expect some good to come of our 
unravelling the secret of the election of Maharaja Rameswar Singh. 
19. The Bungavasi of the 2ist January will be glad to see Babu Jay _Bawoavasi, 
Gobind Law re-nominated and retained in his post Jan. 2st, 1899. 
Babu Jayxobinds Law's placoin in the Supreme Legislative Council. But if his 
the Supreme Legislative Counc anak in tnaie d, in cee will Mtl tk denen worthily 


ee ee eed 


: than Raja Peary Mohan Mukharji who once filled a post in the Supreme 

‘ Council with great credit to himself. There 1s also another rson who is 

fit for the post. He is Maharaja Suryya Kanta Acharyya Chaudhuri, 

VI.—MIscELLANEOUS, 

t 20. The Som Prakash of the 26th December thus addresses Lord = gow prasass, 

r Curzon :— Dec. 26th, 1898, 

, a ne eae We offier you a most cordial and respectful 

1 welcome. Come, O Lord, into the cottage of the poor, and take your seat on 

the throne formed by the loyal hearts of a loyal people. We cannot believe 

e that your fine person hides a bad heart. Where there is a handsome ap- 

8 pearance, there dwell all good qualities. A calm and dignified exterior cannot 

r be joined to a worthless interior, and the man who has from bis boyhood given 

r promise of a famous career cannot be an a of his subjects. It is not 

n possible for a man, of whose learning and intelligence even the throne of India 

e is but a small recognition, to do anything bad. Your Lordship who has at so 

d early an age risen to such a high and responsible office will undoubtedly prove 

3 the protector of the Indian people. 

‘. 21. It may be inferred, writes the Aitavadi of the 20th January, from ita 

Lord Curzon’s replies to the Lord Curzon’s replies to the addresses of welcome jap, oth, 1-99. 

0 addresses. which have been presented to him, that the Indian 
— will be happy under his rule. Many fear that Lord Curzon will 

0 ollow the ‘ forward pouey ” and encourage warfare. But his speech in 

n reply to one of these addresses has dispelled this fear. His Lordship is said 

m to have spoken as follows :—‘‘ But I record my ready agreement with your 

e. underlying propane which I take to be that what India requires is a period 

y of tranquillity for the ancy development of her resources, and for the 
examination, and, if possible, the removal of such obstacles as may be found to 

nD retard the smooth path of her progress.” His Lordship’s utterances have also 

or led us to believe that he will not follow a rash or hasty policy with regard to 

0 the Calcutta Municipal Bill, but will give it a most careful consideration. If 

i Lord Curzon is not led away by the powerful Anglo-Indian clique, both high 

10 and low will prosper under his rule. 

ot 22. The Sanjivant of the 21st January writes as follows :— ‘Suunvaw 

at The English Press and the Mr. Ananda Mohan Bose’s presidential speech Jan. 2ist, 1899. 

ce sadion Baten) Cosigtees. at the last Congressis bearing fruit. It has induced 

ne those Englishmen, who had so long only scoffed at the Congress, to discuss 

Is in a epee spirit the topies which were raised in the Congress. The Zimes 

ar of London, the most influential paper in England, published a long telegraphic 

summary of Mr. Bose’s speech. ‘lhe summary consisted of six hundred words, 

18 and must, therefvre, have cost as many rupees in transmission. It also oriti- 

7 cised the speech in an article extending over a whole column. The writer of 


: the article, it is true, has gone against. the Congress on many points, but the 
oa fact of his taking the trouble of writing one column shows that the Congress 
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SaNJIVANI, 
Jan, 21st, 1899. 


BanGaVasi 
Jan, 21st, 1899. 
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is no longer a movement which can be left unnoticed. The Englishman news. 
paper, the Madras Mail, and the Bombay Gazette have all spent large sums of 
money in procuring the proceedings of the Congress, and the Englishman's long 
article on the subject supported Mr. Bose on many points. This change of 
attitude in Englishmen in regard to the Congress is quite unexpected. It is 
clear that Mr. Bose’s well-reasoned speech softened the minds of the opponents 
of the Congress in favour of it. A change of tone is noticeable in the Pioneer 
itself, which, in its issue of the 14th December last, gave a long biographical 


sketch of Mr. Bose and praised him in no measured terms. 


23. The same paper has the following :— 


| In reply to the address of welcome presented 
en i ted Cale Bombay, His pore ds said :— 


‘‘The time for rejoicing is not when a man putteth on his armour but 
when he taketh it off. I thank you for your friendly greeting, because no man 
can be insensible to the encouragement of a generous welcome, but I shall be 
tenfold better pleased if, when I weigh anchor from these shores, and when 
all eyes are turned towards my successor, any of you who are now present can 
come forward truthfully to testify that during my time | have done something, 
if it even be but little, for this land which, next to my own country, is nearest 
to my heart.” 


Exactly similar sentiments were uttered by that dearest of Viceroys, 
Lord Ripon, in reply to a similar welcome presented to him by Bombay on the 
2nd June 1880:— 


‘‘We are told that it does not become him who putteth on his armour to 
boast himself as the man who takes it off......1 should prefer that your judg- 
ment should be pronounced, as I am sure it will be, intelligently and fairly, upon 
my conduct when you have been able to judge of me by my acts...., And 
I can assure you that if it should be my lot during my tenure of office to con- 
tribute in any degree to the development of the resources of this great 
country—agricultural and industrial—and to promote to any extent the happi- 
ness and the welfare of the people of India of all races and creeds and classes, 
and especially the prosperity of the mass of the people, I shall esteem it the 
greatest honour of my political life,” cage 


May God grant it to Lord Curzon to do good to the people of this country 
as Lord Ripon did, so that the Indians may weep for him when it will be time 
for him to depart as they wept for Lord Ripon. But is India so fortunate as 
to find in Lord Curzon another Viceroy like Lord Ripon? 


24, The Bangavasi of the 2lst January thus comments upon the letter of 
a correspondent of the Englishman newspaper :— 
How could the Englishman, which strongly 
protested against Dr. Welldon’s utterances, give 
prominent insertion to the letter of this European pilgrim to Puri? The 
utterances of this correspondent are far more objectionable than those of 
Dr. Welldon. In fact, they sadly violate all rules of courtesy, and are 
extremely ungentlemanly. It will not be too much to say that this Eurpean 
correspondent has, by his conduct, brought himself within the purview of the 
sedition law. He went to Puri in the course of his travels, but in his letter 
he has deliberately attacked the Hindu religion and picked out of his 
vocabulary words which are calculated to wound the religious susceptibilities of 
220,000,000 Hindus. Itis strange that this highly anti-Hindu letter has 
appeared in the Englishman, which set an example to other newspapers by 
protesting against the utterances of the new Lord Bishop of Calcutta. There 


can be no doubt the letter has appeared in the Englishman without the know- 
ledge of its wise editor. 


The letter is chiefly directed against those through whose pious efforts 
monkey-killing in Puri has been put a stop to. The Hindu community in one 
voice condemned monkey-killing in Puri, and the Lieutenant-Governor has 
pleased his Hindu subjects by prohibiting this objectionable practice. But the 
Englishman's correspondent is not satisfied with this wise decision of the 
Lieutenant-Governor. He has fallen foul of all those who have been instru- 
mental in bringing about the prohibition of monkey-killing in Puri. Nay, he 


An objectionable correspondence 
in the Englishman. 
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has gone the length of blaming the Lieutenant-Governor for listening to the 
Hindu protest and putting a stop to the obnoxious practice complained of. 
Not only the shortsightedness, but also the daring of the correspondent has 
surprised us. We fail to understand how he could be so bold as to write this 
obiectionable letter with the sedition law before him, according to which it is 
ts to ‘make, publish, or circulate any statement, rumour or report with 
intent to incite, or which is likely to incite, any class or community of persons 
to commit any offence against any other class or community.” We praise 
the correspondent’s audacity, but not his judgment. 


The monkey-killing in Puri annoyed and agitated the Hindu community. 
The Lieutenant-Governor’s decision has pacified them. The Englishman’s 
correspondent is trying to disturb the mind of the pacified Hindus. He is 
trying to rekindle the fire which the Lieutensnt-Governor’s wise decision has 
extinguished. But he is in no way interested in the monkey-killing question. 
He is not a resident of Puri. He went ta that place only as a traveller. The 
monkeys did him no harm. Why, then, this advocacy of monkey-killing ? 
This is neither philanthropy, nor seeking of public welfare. This is seeking to 
do injury to the public. The Englishman’s correspondent has clearly made 
himself punishable under the new sedition law. , 


The Englishman's correspondent is not satisfied only with wounding Hindu 
feeling ; he has gone the length of ridiculing Hindu feeling. He has ridiculed 
allthe worshippers of Mahabir, and tried to shake their pious reverence for 
the Monkey-God. He has also tauntingly talked of prayaschitia after the 
killing of monkeys. This will no doubt act as gall and wormwood in the 
Hindu heart. The correspondent’s conduct has astounded us. He has mali- 
ciously ridiculed the Hindu religion, and has also indirectly ridiculed the 
conduct of the Lieutenant-Governor. 


The correspondent being a Christian, was not permitted to go up to the 


padpitha of the Garurh stambha in the Puri temple. This has so much enraged 


him that he has unsparingly ubused the pandas, and has advised the Magistrate 
and the Police to kick at this sacred place in the temple, and thereby teach the 
audacious pandas a lesson. A man, who can, in this way, insult Hindu 
religious beliefs is the greatest enemy of the Government. No official, 
whether the Governor-General, the Lieutenant-Governor, the Commissioner, 
or the Magistrate, wounds the religious susceptibilities of the Hindus; but the 
Engliskman’s correspondent has the audacity to openly and deliberately insult 


Hindu religious beliefs. He ought to be taught a lesson, and the Lieutenant- 
Governor himself should teach him that lesson. 


25. The same paper writes as follows :— 


Our protest has borne fruit. It has been 


evidently brought to the notice of Dr. Welldon, and 
he has favoured the public with an explanation. He has no doubt come to 


understand that his utterances were ill-advised. Being a pious Christian, he 
naturaliy believes that Christianity is the only true religion on earth. His 
pious enthusiasm got the better of his judgment, and he gave expression to 
words which he ought not to have uttered. Such reckless religious enthusiasm 
may be excusable in a Christian Missionary, but is not excusable in the Lord 
Bishop of Calcutta, in the Head, that is, of the clergy in the pay of the 
Government. Dr. Welldon has, therefore, done well to take the first oppor- 
tunity of rectifying the mistake which he committed. We are assured by his 
observing, in his letter to the 7'tmes, that the Christians in India should act with 
due and proper respect for its ancient religions—for the religions, that is, of 
Hindus, Musalmans and Buddhists. 

Christianity to be the national religion of India, further observes Dr, 
Welldon, will have to depend upon a knowledge of the Indian character. 
It is not easy to clearly understand the meaning of this statement: but 
it seems to be Dr. Welldon’s impression that if the Christian Missionaries 
can pay due respect to Indian beliefs and convictions, and can make 
Christianity adaptable to the Indian character, all India will one day become 
Christian. If this be the meaning of Dr. Welldon’s stutement, his explana- 


Dr. Welldon’s explanation. 


tion cannot. be regarded as having entirely dispelled our fear. Let the - 


private Christian Missionaries try. to convert the Indian people by gradually 


Banaavasl, 
Jan, 2lst, 1899, 
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creating in their minds an attachment for Christianity; but let not the 
clergy in the pay of the Government attempt any such thing. They are 
among the governing body, the Lord Bishop himself occupying a prominent 
place in the Government. He should not encourage proselytisation even in 
this insinuating way. Let us hope that the contents of Dr. Welldon’s letter in 
the Times have not been correctly reported by Reuter. Jf Dr. Welldon has 
made the above statement as a representative of the unofficial clergy there can 
be no very serious objection to it. But the making of any such statement is 
highly inexcusable in the head of the official clergy. Dr. Welldon’s explana- 
tion has not completely laid our suspicions at rest. 


Fi Bancavasl, 26. The same paper writes as follows:— 
' i A Christian Manager for the Babu Madhusudan Das, the well-known Christian 
1 Puri temple. pleader of Cuttack, has been instrumental in getting 


Mr. Price appointed Manager of the Puri “Eg A Hindu, we learn, will be 
appointed Mr. Price’s Assistant on a pay of Rs, 200 or Rs. 250 to look after the 
bhoga and raga of the idols, for which a daily expenditure of Rs, 101 is sanc- 
tioned. There is devottar sonery attached to the temple, the income of 
which is sufficient to meet this daily expenditure and the Government has the 
right to collect the rents of this zamindari. We fail to understand why a 
Christian pensioner of the Government has been I ointed Manager ofa 
Hindu temple when there are Hindus both willing and able to serveas Manager. 
Mr. Price may appoint ten Hindu assistants with the object of disarming public 
criticism, but the Indian public will still labour under the impression that a 
Christian has been placed at the head of the management of the Puri temple. 
27. The same paper has the following: — 
oe a ae oe Lord Curzon has met with unprecedented 
Curzon. honour and welcome in this country. Such unani- 
mous reception joined in by all classes of people, has not been for a long time 
accorded to a new Viceroy. Assoonas Lord Curzon landed in Bombay he 
was no doubt rejoiced to meet with honour and welcome such as he was 
never before accorded. Before he left England he had read with satisfaction 
joyful and affectionate references to him in the Indian Press. On his arrival 
in India he met with much greater honour than he expected to receive or 
imagined that he would receive. In Bombay, he met with unprecedented 
honour. On his way to Calcutta he was accorded a splendid reception. In 
Calcutta he witnessed a spectable which he had not even dreamt of; he was liter- 
ally flooded with honour, so to say. The installation ceremony on the day on 
which Lord Curzon was formally proclaimed Viceroy could not be rivalled in 
_—— even by a royal coronation. In the levee he had to receive more 
than two thousand guests who had come to do him honour. Love and reverence 
alone could inspire such universal enthusiasm. In all his speeches in England 
Lord Curzon spoke well of the Indian people, expressed love and affection for 
them, and held out the hope that he would promote their welfare. The London 
Times has been rejoiced to hear of the unprecedented honour and welcome 
accorded to the new Viceroy, but its joy is not unmixed with misgiving. The 
Times fears that Lord Curzon may act up to his word and follow in the wake 
of Lord Ripon. It fears that the new Viceroy may give a greater scope to 
Local Self-Government and it has, therefore, introduced into its article references 
to the Agra Municipal scandals. It says that what has been done in Agra may 
be done in other towns in India. The Zimes hasin short made up its mind to 
prove that the Indian people are nut fit for Local Self-Government. This 
unnecessary fuss made by the Thunderer over a simple matter, this attempt to 
kill a mosquito on the wheel, is ridiculous. Like the Babusthe Times may look 
upon Local Self-Government as an inestimable boon—as something sweet as 
nectar. But the millions of Indian people do not set a high value upon this 
unsubstantial privilege. All that they care for is plenty to eat and liberty 
to practise their religion in peace. Let Lord Curzon give them what they 
want and he will be happy and will make the people happy. The Indien 
eople are satisfied with very little and their ambition does not soar high. 
<ind words win their hearts and kind treatment can make them lay down their 
lives for the good of their benefactor. Lord Curzon’s sweet words have elated 


the people with joy, and this is why they have accorded him an unprecedented 
and right royal reception. 
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28. The same paper writes as follows:— A Bancavast, 
Lord Curzon’s reference to the In his reply to the address of the British Jan. 2ist, 1899. 
Queen. : Indian Association, Lord Curzon referred to the 


Queen-Empress—to her whom the millions of India look upon as their mother, 
as the object of their worship. ‘The Queen,” observed His Excellency, 
‘‘has herself enjoined me to profit by the first occasion of expressing her 
sentiments of warm interest in her Indian subjects; and I shall not assume any 
undue prerogative if I say that the intensity of those feelings is only matched 
by the reciprocal attachment and veneration which they have aroused in the 
bosom of the Indian peoples towards their Gracious phot ” These words 
elate us with joy. Every Indian knows that the Queen loves her subjects as 
her own children, and wants to let her know that she is worshipped as a 
goddess in India. In his reply to the address of the Muhammadan Literary 
Society also the Viceroy referred to the Queen’s solicitude for her Indian 
subjects. The Queen has a larger number of Musalman subjects than any other 
ruler on earth and she naturally feels unbounded love for the loyal Musalmans 
of India. The Queen’s representative also doesnot yield to anyone in his 
love for the Indian Musalman and he did not forget to express his sentiment 
of affection in his reply to the Musalman address. The new Viceroy seems to 
have his eye upon everything; nothing can escape his sight. This gives us 
great pleasure, and we hope that his actions will be such that our joy will over- 
flow its bounds. 
Urrya PApPeERs. 


29. The Sambalpur HMitaishint of the 9th November is sorry to noticea = giyeirpoe 
Deceitful philanthropists. growing evil among a certain number of educated =_Himaumm, 
native gentlemen, who, under colour of a philan- Nov 94 188. 
thropic object, realise subscriptions from the public and then disappear. The 
writer warns the charitable public not to be misled by cheats who, in the name 
of charity, defraud well-meaning and well-to-do persons with impunity. 
| 80. The Utkal Dipika of the 12th November is sorry to learn that a = gyp. opis, 
———S a a Muhammadan resident of Baxibazar in Cuttack, — nov. 12%, i808. 
| atk cae suspecting the chastity of his wife, cut off her nose, 
and that this incident has created a sensation in 
the neighbourhood. The writer hopes that the authorities will bring the 
offender to justice. 
31, ‘The same paper has reason to believe that Lord Curzon will, on his 
ak aii uid dics elaine arrival in India, do something to mitigate the 
decline of Tada. misery of Indians, due to the competition of foreign 
traders, who have brought about a sudden collapse 
of all native industries and manufactures. 
32, The same paper agrees with the Governor of Madras, in His Excel- = urxatprrma. 
agg views, that the constant change of officers 


UTKALDIPIKA, 


ee ee Pe | 


unwilling to have their rent suits transferred to the 
cat t! et te te te ce Courts, as suits in the Civil Courts are very 
expensive, and are of opinion that they will not be 
able to realise the new jama if such transfer takes place. 
3d. The same paper approves of the action of the Balasore District urmauorma. 
‘The Veterinary Hospital estab, ‘b0ard, which has recently established a hospital 
ne by the Balasore Distrie’ for the treatment of cattle, under the supervision 
: _ _ Of a Veterinary Assistant brought up in the Bel- 
gachia Veterinary Hospital near Calcutta, at the cost of the Board. 


onetant cronge oF etiam. in charge of districts is highly injurious to the 
, interests of the Administration, and as this is due mainly to the departure of 
; European officers for home on leave, which has of late become very frequent, 
, the unusual home-going propensities of Anglo-Indian officers ought to be 
checked to a certain extent. 
33. Referring to the results of the last Civil Service Examination in  ,,., mn, 
Tho unsnecessful Indien candi. ~U8!@nd, the same paper pleads that the case of 
date for the Civil Service. Mr. Jotindra Nath Rai, who has been declared 
medically unfit for service, should be treated with 
leniency, and that a year’s time may be granted to him to improve his health. 
3 The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 16th November makes a similar request, 
; 34. The same paper explains that the zamindars of Balasore are ve UTRALpIPmea. 
, 
, 
r 
l 
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UTKALDIPIKa; 
Nov. 19th, 1898. 
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URIYA AND 
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Nov, 28rd, 18°8 


PARIDARSaK, 
Jan. 13th, 1899. 


( 80 ) 


36. Referring to the proposal of sending an Ambassador to Cabul, the 

Utkal Dipika of the 19th November suggests that it 

The question of sending 82 woyld be better to invite the Amir to India, as Hig 

Ambassador to Cnvet. ‘xcellency the Viceroy and Governor-General is a 

friend of the Amir, and that it is unlikely that he will refuse such an invitation, 

It is far better to talk directly with the Amir than to send an Ambassador to 
his court. 

37. The same paper apprehends some danger to the local sugar industry 
from the competition of foreign sugar, and hopes 
that Government enquiry on the subject will elicit 
facts and figures calculated to throw greater light on the subject. 

38, The same paper is oe | to find that the fire-works exhibited on the | 

| Saks tno bank of the Kathjuri in Cuttack on the last Kali 
aSuctacioers Puja day, though successful in their own way, 
resnited in three men being wounded. This, coupled with the fact that two 
men died of their wounds received on the same spot last year, makes it neces- 
sary that the exhibition must take place in future under proper care and 


Indigenous sugar. 


control. 


39. The same paper mourns the death of Babu Jogamohan Rai, a pen- 

| sioned Deputy Magistrate and Collector and a 

Death of a retired Uriya Deputy native of Orissa, who had passed the best years of 

ee his life in Government service in Orissa, and who 

was not only a faithful servant of Government, but a useful, patriotic and 

benevolent member of native society, and whose loss will be keenly felt in 
Orissa for a long time to come. 

4). The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 23rd November finds fault with the 

; —. . — of the kabuliyats executed by the zamin- 

One yates given by the  dars of Orissa, and observes that most of the terms 

are unjust and vexatious. The writer pleads that 

the terms of the kabuliyat should be revised in conformity with law and time- 

honoured custom. 


AssaAM PAPERS. 


41. The Paridarsak of the 13th January has the following :— 


- Se ve have more ee - ventilated in this 
“he present condition of the paper the grievances of the Manipur royal family. 
a But dermal the aan lata not li. 
tened to us, and our representations have been attended with no success, for 
not even the smallest grievances of the exiled family have yet been removed. 
They were men and women who used to live in palaces surrounded b 
hundreds of servants. Thousands of men and women obeyed their beck and 
call, and the man considered himself furtunate upon whom they condescended 
to cast a glance of their eyes. But these same persons are to-day most miser- 
ably passing their days in poor, dirty hovels in a remote and solitary corner 
of the town of Sylhet. Those who fed hundreds of hungry people every day 
are now beggars at the door of the English Government for their daily bread and 
cannot by their begging get enough to keep body and soul together. Is there 
aman with a heart who can restrain his tears at seeing such a painful and 
heart-rending spectacle ? 
The tank or rather the stinking pool in which the members of the exiled 
family now perform their daily ablutions and the water of which they 
peony also drink, is one which not even the commonest man can pass 
y without stopping his-nose. ‘Their health is completely undermined. Their 
bodies have lost their old grace and strength, and disease has reduced 
a to skeletons. They have not the means to command good medical 
reatment. 


We relate this melancholy story only in order to draw the attention of 
our generous Chief Commissioner, who is iu now on a visit to Sylhet, to 


the wretched condition of the Manipur royal family. We hope that he will 
visit the place in which they are living and see with his own eyes their 
miserable condition. He will earn the gratitude not only of the suffer- 


ing family but also of the public, if he can in any ‘Measure remove their 
sufferings. 
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42, The same paper says that as it is the policy of the present Chief, 
Commissioner of Assam to employ competent 
The appointment of a Civil natives of Assam in preference to outsiders to posts 
Court amin in Sylhet. under his Government, it is proper that his atten- 
tion should be called to any departure from this policy made by subordinate 
officials. There are three permanent Civil Court amins in the J udge’s Court 
in Sylhet, all of them being Dacca men. Lately an extra officiating amin 
was wanted for the same Court, and a Dacca man was given this post although 
there were competent Assamese candidates for it. It is said the Dacca man 
got the post because he knows English better than the other candidates. 
But it ought to have been considered that when he acted asa hanungo in 
Jaintia he got a very bad certificate in the inspection report of the Director 
of Land Records as to his experience in land surveying. The Assamese 
candidates, on the other hand, who all officiated some time or other as Civil 
Court amins in Sylhet, discharged their duties very gre ymin | in those 
capacities, although their knowledge of English was not so good as that of 
the Dacca candidate. It is hoped that the Judge, who is new to the district, 
will in future make no such departure from the Chief Commissioner’s 
rule. 

43. The Silchar of the 15th January complains that two young civilians, 
the Joint-Magistrate of Purnea and the Subdivi- 
sional Officer of Gobindapur in Chota Nagpur, are 
in the habit of calling anybody and everybody names. The pleaders and 
mukhtars have had their patience exhausted with them. Is there no remedy 
for this state of things ? 

44. The same paper publishes the birth and death returns for the Cachar 
district and for the Silchar town during the eleven 
months ending November 1898, and writes as 


Two young civilians. 


Health of the Cachar district. 


follows :— 

In the district the number of deaths was 2,170 in excess of the number of 
births and in the town, which is a comparately healthier place, the number of 
deaths exceeded that of births by 56. The heavy town mortality is due to 
the inclusion in it of the deaths in the hospital. In the district the cause of 
the heavy mortality is the prevalence of malaria. The condition of the 
bustees in Cachar during the rainy season is really miserable. The gas 
generated by rotting vegetable matter spreads the germs of the disease 
all round ; the floors of the dwelling-houses are low and damp; the drinking 
water is impure, and no medical help is available. The Local Board is too 
busy with roads to mind sanitation. Its native members are only so many 
ciphers, who attend its meetings simply to say ‘“‘aye or nay” to what is said 
or done by the European members, : 

45. The same paper is glad to see Babu Dulal Chandra Datta, Govern- 
ment Pleader of Sylhet, made a Rai Bahadur. 


Mr. Cotton has earned the gratitude of the Sylhet 
public by doing honour to such a worthy man. 


An honour for Sylhet. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


; Bergah Translator. 
Benaati Transcator’s OFFICE, 


Lhe 28th January 1899. 
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